9th form 

Reading Comprehension Text: The Rise of Miguel Martínez, the Padel Prodigy

Padel tennis is one of the fastest-growing sports in the world, combining elements of tennis and squash. Played on a smaller, enclosed court with solid rackets and a lower-pressure ball, padel is known for its fast-paced action and strategic gameplay. The sport originated in Mexico in the 1960s and has since gained popularity, particularly in Spain and Latin America. Today, it is played by millions of people across the globe, and professional tournaments attract some of the best athletes in the sport.

Miguel Martínez is a name that has become synonymous with padel tennis. Born in Seville, Spain, in 1995, Miguel discovered padel at the age of 10 when his older brother invited him to play a match. Although he initially preferred football, Miguel’s talent for padel became apparent almost immediately. By the time he was 13, he was winning local tournaments, and by 17, he had signed his first professional contract.

What sets Miguel apart from other players is his aggressive playing style and strategic thinking on the court. His ability to predict his opponent’s moves has earned him the nickname “The Padel Strategist.” Off the court, Miguel is known for his dedication to fitness and his charitable work. He often organizes events to promote padel among young people in underprivileged communities.

Miguel’s breakthrough came in 2017 when he won his first international championship in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Since then, he has secured over 20 titles, making him one of the top-ranked players in the world. Despite his success, Miguel remains humble, crediting his family and coach for his achievements.

Recently, Miguel has expanded his efforts beyond the court. He launched a YouTube channel where he shares tips, training routines, and highlights from his matches. His goal is to inspire the next generation of padel players. Miguel often says, “Padel is more than a sport; it’s a way to connect with people.”







1. True/False Statements

Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
	1.	Miguel Martínez was born in Madrid.
	2.	Miguel started playing padel because of his older brother.
	3.	Football was Miguel’s favorite sport before he started playing padel.
	4.	Miguel became a professional padel player at the age of 15.
	5.	Miguel is known for his defensive playing style.
	6.	He organizes events to promote padel among young people.
	7.	Miguel won his first international championship in Mexico.
	8.	Miguel has won more than 20 international titles.
	9.	Miguel credits his success entirely to his own hard work.
	10.	He has a YouTube channel dedicated to teaching football.
	11.	Miguel uses his YouTube channel to inspire young padel players.
	12.	Miguel believes padel is a way to connect with others.

2. Multiple-Choice Questions

Choose the correct answer (a, b, c, or d) for each question.
	1.	Where was Miguel Martínez born?
a) Madrid
b) Barcelona
c) Seville
d) Valencia
	2.	At what age did Miguel sign his first professional contract?
a) 13
b) 15
c) 17
d) 18
	3.	What is Miguel’s nickname?
a) The Padel Prodigy
b) The Court Master
c) The Padel Strategist
d) The Game Changer
	4.	When did Miguel win his first international championship?
a) 2015
b) 2016
c) 2017
d) 2018
	5.	What is one of Miguel’s off-court activities?
a) Writing books
b) Promoting padel in underprivileged areas
c) Coaching football teams
d) Organizing international tournaments
	6.	What is Miguel’s view on padel?
a) It’s a competitive sport for professionals.
b) It’s a way to make money.
c) It’s a means to connect with people.
d) It’s a hobby for retirees.
















