11th form
Reading Comprehension Text: How to Survive a Tornado

Tornadoes are among nature’s most destructive forces, capable of leveling entire communities in minutes. These violent storms occur when warm, moist air meets cold, dry air, creating powerful updrafts and spinning funnels of wind that can reach speeds exceeding 300 miles per hour. While tornadoes are unpredictable, preparation and quick thinking can significantly improve your chances of survival.

Understanding Tornadoes
Tornadoes form most often in regions with frequent temperature contrasts, such as the central United States, famously referred to as “Tornado Alley.” Spring and early summer are the peak tornado seasons, but these storms can occur at any time of year. Meteorologists use advanced radar systems and storm chasers to study tornadoes and issue warnings, but predicting their exact path remains a challenge.

Preparation is Key
Surviving a tornado starts long before one strikes. Having a well-thought-out emergency plan and access to a safe shelter are critical. Basements, storm shelters, or small interior rooms on the lowest floor of a sturdy building provide the best protection. Experts also recommend keeping an emergency kit with essentials such as water, non-perishable food, flashlights, batteries, and a weather radio.

Taking Action During a Tornado
When a tornado warning is issued, immediate action is crucial. Avoid windows and seek shelter in a designated safe space. If you’re outdoors, lying flat in a ditch or low-lying area away from trees and cars might be your best option. Contrary to popular belief, taking cover under an overpass can increase danger due to wind tunnel effects. Similarly, remaining in a vehicle is highly discouraged unless there are no alternatives.

After the Storm
The aftermath of a tornado can be equally hazardous. Downed power lines, gas leaks, and unstable structures pose serious risks. Always wait for official clearance before returning to affected areas. Additionally, helping neighbors and communities rebuild can strengthen resilience and unity in the face of future disasters.

While tornadoes are terrifying, understanding their nature and adopting proactive measures can save lives. As experts frequently remind us, “Preparation is not just a precaution; it’s a life-saving necessity.”

Tasks to Test Comprehension

1. True/False Statements

Determine whether the following statements are true or false.
	1.	Tornadoes are caused when warm, moist air meets cold, dry air.
	2.	Tornado Alley is located in the southeastern United States.
	3.	Tornadoes only occur during spring and summer.
	4.	Meteorologists can accurately predict the exact path of tornadoes.
	5.	Basements and storm shelters are the safest places to be during a tornado.
	6.	It’s safe to stay in your car during a tornado if you’re outdoors.
	7.	Taking shelter under an overpass is a good way to stay safe.
	8.	Emergency kits should include food, water, and a weather radio.
	9.	Tornadoes can exceed wind speeds of 300 miles per hour.
	10.	Returning to tornado-affected areas immediately is highly recommended.
	11.	Tornado preparation can help save lives.
	12.	Helping communities rebuild after a tornado can increase resilience.

2. Multiple-Choice Questions

Choose the correct answer (a, b, c, or d) for each question.
	1.	What causes tornadoes?
a) Sudden rainstorms
b) Colliding air masses
c) Earthquakes
d) High humidity
	2.	Which region is known as “Tornado Alley”?
a) The southeastern United States
b) The central United States
c) The northeastern United States
d) The southwestern United States
	3.	Why are tornadoes hard to predict?
a) They occur randomly in deserts.
b) They form quickly and change paths unexpectedly.
c) They only occur during specific months.
d) They are invisible until they touch the ground.
	4.	What is recommended for tornado preparedness?
a) Avoiding small, enclosed spaces
b) Carrying a detailed evacuation plan
c) Having an emergency kit with essentials
d) Staying near windows for updates
	5.	Why is sheltering under an overpass dangerous?
a) Falling debris can block the area.
b) Overpasses intensify wind speeds.
c) They are often overcrowded.
d) Overpasses attract lightning.
	6.	What is one key message in the text?
a) Tornadoes are unpredictable but survivable with preparation.
b) Tornadoes rarely cause long-term damage.
c) Staying outdoors during a tornado is the safest option.
d) Rebuilding after a tornado is unnecessary.

