STAGE II DISTRICT STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Reading Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students
Text 1: <<Britain is at the Bottom of the Class in Foreign Languages>> From Premium Learning

Britain has been proved to be the dunce of Europe when it comes to learning foreign languages, according to a recent report by the European Commission.  More than half of other Europeans can speak at least one foreign language, and often two.  However, 66% of the British population has absolutely no knowledge of any language apart from English and 51% thought that it would just be ‘too difficult’.


Not everyone seems to have such a negative attitude.  Compare these figures with Luxembourg, where only 2% could not speak a foreign language.  Or Sweden, Denmark and Holland, where 80% of the population claims to speak English.  To be fair, not all the other European countries were as good at languages.  Fifty-six percent of the Portuguese, 53% of the Spanish and 51% of the French spoke only their own languages. According to the report, 18% of Britons claimed some knowledge of Spanish and 10% some German.  None of this was in evidence recently when the British Tourist Centre (BTC) carried out a little experiment.


BTC hired researchers to pretend to be monolingual Spanish and German speakers.  They had to contact hotels to ask questions about accommodation.  Eighty-five per cent of the hotels contacted were unable to answer even one question in Spanish, and 90% were unable to answer anything in German.  Even more embarrassingly, many of the hotel staff thought ‘Deutsch’ meant the same as ‘Dutch’.


Unsurprisingly, the representative from the BTC was not pleased.  The European Commission report found that 69% of people across the EU believed that everyone in the Union should be capable of speaking English as a foreign language.  Is that really an excuse for our ignorance?

Task 1. Decide if the statements are true or false
1. Britain has proved to be the leader of Europe when it comes to learning foreign languages.

2. Less than half of other European countries cannot speak another foreign language.

3. Not all other European countries were as good at languages as Sweden, Denmark and Holland.

4. Two percent of people in Luxembourg speak a foreign language.

5. The BTC experiment concluded that less than 18% of Britons spoke Spanish or German.

6. Besides England, Portugal speaks the lowest number of foreign languages.

7. Ninety percent of the hotel staff contacted could not answer questions in German.

8. Many of the hotel staff in Britain thought Deutsch meant Dutch.

9. The representative from the BTC was not pleased that a minority of people speak English in the EU.

10. At the end of this text, ‘our’ is a pronoun referring to the Britons.

Text 2: Application Letter from Princeton University

Dear Student: 


We are happy to see you applying to Princeton University. You will see from the application that we are interested in who you are, what you have accomplished academically and personally, and how you have organized your life so far. Your ability to make new ideas and express yourself with the written word is the key to our decision, because your writing reflects how you think. The best applications come from students who have spent time on their applications and essays, editing them many times and making their message the best.

Princeton has an honor system that we take seriously. At Princeton, students live by the values of fairness, principle, and intellectual honesty, and we expect every applicant to abide by these same rules throughout each stage of the application process.

Your application will be read thoughtfully and fairly when it arrives in our office. Please give it your best and know we will treat it carefully. We wish you well as you pursue your senior year in high school. If you have any questions, feel free to use the following website: http://www.princeton.edu/admission. Please let us know if we can be of any help.











Sincerely,











Janet Lavin Rapelye











Dean of Admission 

Task 2. Choose the best option

11. Princeton’s honor system is…

A. a system of rules based on honesty.

B. a system of rules based on intelligence.

C. an agreement with the faculty at Princeton.

D. a statement of purpose.

12. Princeton University is interested to know that the applicant is all of the following EXCEPT:

A. respected as an individual

B. sluggish in submitting their application materials

C. capable of original and creative expression

D. well accomplished academically and personally

13. The best applications are…

A. the latest ones to be turned in.

B. the simplest ones.

C. the ones that students spend a long time working on.

D. the longest ones.

14. If you have questions about the application, you should…

A. send a personal letter to Janet Rapelye.

B. go to the website listed in the letter.

C. send an email to Janet Rapelye.

D. visit the university’s campus.

15. According to the letter, the Dean of Admissions is probably…

A. a person helps students with financial problems.

B. a person who provides students a tour of the university.

C. a person who helps students choose a university.

D,   a person who helps students with their application.

Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students
Most people think that the cat is an unintelligent animal, fond of ease, and caring little for anything but mice and milk. But a cat has really more character than most human beings, and gets a great deal more satisfaction out of life. Of all the animal kingdom, the cat has the most many-sided character. 


He- or she- is an athlete, musician, an acrobat, a romantic, a fighter, a sport of the first water. All day long the cat lies about the house, takes things easy, sleeps by the fire, and allows himself to be pestered by the attentions of women and annoyed by children. 


To pass the time away he sometimes watches a mouse-hole for an hour or two, just to keep himself from dying of boredom; and people get the idea that this sort of thing is all that life holds for the cat. But watch him as night comes, and you see the cat as he really is. 


When the family sits down to tea, the cat usually puts in an appearance to get his share, and purrs noisily, and rubs himself against the legs of the family; and all the time he is thinking of a fight or a tree to climb that is coming in the night.


If there is a guest at the table the cat is very nice to him, because the guest is likely to have the best dinner. Sometimes, instead of recognizing this kindness with something to eat, the guest stoops down and pets the cat and says “Pretty cat, Nice cat!” 


“Ow!” says the guest, “the cat stuck his claw into me!” The delighted family remarks, “Isn’t it sweet of him? Isn’t he smart? He wants you to give him something to eat.”


The guest doesn’t do what he wants to do- kick the cat through the window- so, with anger and pain in his eyes, he acts like the cat is funny, and cuts out a piece of fish from his plate and hands it to the cat.


The cat gingerly receives it, with a look in his eyes that says “Another time, my friend, now you understand my control,” and purrs happily as he returns to a safe distance from the guest’s shoe before eating it.  A cat isn’t a fool- not at all. 
Task 1. Choose the best option

1. According to the text, which of the following is not an assumption people hold about cats?

a. Cats are lazy

b. Cats are dumb

c. Cats are cunning

d. Cats only want milk and mice

2. According to the text, why does the cat like to watch a mouse-hole?

a. To greet visitors

b. To avoid boredom

c. To catch a mouse

d. To guard the house

3. Why is the cat really nice to visitors?

a. He likes to meet new people

b. He wants to be petted

c. He wants to make a good impression

d. He wants visitors to feed him dinner

4. Based on the text, what does the word “gingerly” mean? 

a. Angrily

b. Sadly

c. Slyly 
d. Happily

5. What statement best expresses the main idea of the text?

a. Cats make the best pets

b. Cats are great hosts

c. Cats, unlike dogs, are really man’s best friend

d. Cats are much smarter than people think 

Task2. Decide if the statements are true or false
6. Cats are boring animals that do not have much character

7. According to the author, cats have many different professions

8. Cats do many different things to pass the time during the day

9. In general, cats are not interesting animals at night.

10. When the family has tea, the cat stays away and stays quiet

11. Cats act nice to guests because they want something

12. Cats will hurt a guest if they do not get what they want

13. The guest wanted to give the cat some fish

14. The guest gave the cat some fish because he didn’t want to get hurt anymore

15.  Cats are much smarter than humans think.

